
CRACKING THE 
REGIONAL 
HOUSING
NUT



PLANNING FOR 

HOUSING SUPPLY 

• Understanding constraints and 
seizing the opportunities.

• Establishing the evidence base.

• Investing in the analysis to get the 
answers.

• Determining what is feasible.



REGIONAL PLANNING PROGRAM

The state’s regional planning program is an excellent
foundation, in a digital format, to provide the tools to allow
Council’s to establish growth strategies and infrastructure
investigations to inform investment priorities.

Collaboration across private and public sectors to
understand opportunities to increase housing supply is vital
in our current economic climate in South Australia.

This is essential because we are at a tipping point between
investment attraction, building the right mechanisms to
fund growth and our state’s population still being low in
comparison to the eastern states.

FUNDING

STRATEGYEVIDENCE



GROWTH STRATEGIES

“ Develop regional infrastructure plans and 
regional scale Infrastructure Schemes to ensure 
catalytic infrastructure has an agreed delivery 
timeframe and funding arrangements from all 

relevant infrastructure providers”. 

Implementation Plan, Regional Plans (State Planning Commission)



INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLANNING

WE NEED A 

PLAN TO 

BUILD FROM.



WARABA PDA – 

WATER SUPPLY 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLAN

Map illustrates the sub-
regional water supply 
infrastructure network. It 
shows proposed mains, 
reservoirs, pump stations, 
and integration with 
existing and future state-
controlled corridors.



WATER



SEWER



ROADS



OPEN 

SPACE



FEASIBILITY 

& DUE 

DILIGENCE



FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIES

• Economic Strategy and 

Town Centre policy

• Housing Strategy

• Employment Strategy

• Investment Strategy

Making the business case to enable state government to provide trunk infrastructure



DEFINING CATALYTIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO 
UNLOCK 
DEVELOPMENT

• Need to define what is the core enabling 
infrastructure to deliver housing.

• What needs to be built and when?

• How to create a plan to build from that 
enable’s joint ventures between the private 
and public sectors and ‘works in kind’.

• Need to undertake at least 30% design on 
key infrastructure interventions in order to 
cost with any certainty and avoid major 
funding shortfalls.

• Indexation of infrastructure costs is not 
sufficient – need ongoing reporting and 
quantity surveying 



FUNDING 

GROWTH

• South Australia has a legislated 
mechanism to capture development 
charges that is unique to the state –

         Infrastructure Schemes.



DELIVERY MECHANISM’S
Basic Infrastructure Scheme 

Infrastructure 

in basic 

infrastructure 

schemes can 

include: 

• roads or 

causeways, 

bridges, 

culverts 

associated 

roads 

• stormwater 

management 

infrastructure 

• embankments, 

wells, 

channels, 

drains, 

drainage, 

earthworks 

connected with 

infrastructure 

• water and 

sewerage 

infrastructure

• communications 

networks 

• electrical and 

gas 

infrastructure



STATE 
DEVELOPMENT 
COORDINATION 
AND 
FACILITATION BILL 
2025

Primary Infrastructure 

Scheme 



PRIMARY INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEMES

• A plan to build from

• A revenue stream

• A work program

• Private investment 

and ‘Works in Kind’

• Forward funding opportunities

• Greater certainty

• Apportionment of enabling 

infrastructure

• Defines infrastructure delivery 

responsibilities 



GROWTH STRATEGIES 

FOR REGIONAL SA

The foundational elements to enabling the delivery of 
housing in the regions is similar across the country:

• Create a vision

• Understand the economic constraints and climate

• Prioritise based on evidence

• Create the environment to enable state and local 
government to make decisions about in enabling 
infrastructure

• Make a business case that stacks up

• Be creative

• Collaborate across industry and government

• Be in tune with real demand
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